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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE  

Dear Parents, 
At this time of year, there are many end-of-year and Christmas events happening. This week already, we have had the annual 
Giving Liturgy – a wonderful example of outreach to the rest of our community.  
The Andrew Chin Concert tomorrow night will also be a great way for our school community to come together and get into the 
Christmas spirit. I encourage you to read all of the details in Shandel Flynn’s APRE News section of the newsletter. 
Thank you, in anticipation, of your support for this evening of singing. 
The new school leaders for 2019 will be announced at the Candle Ceremony next Monday morning. No badges will be presented 
until 2019. 
 
Aquathon 
Some of our children will be competing in the annual Aquathon held at Currumbin beach tomorrow. Thanks to Marty McGregor for 
organizing the team and to the children who are competing. 
 
Reporting 
The end of year reports will be uploaded onto the Parent Portal next week. These are then available for parents to 
print at home as needed. The reports are only kept for 2017 and 2018, so please be aware that they will not be stored 
there indefinitely. 
Please contact your child’s teacher to arrange a meeting should you wish to discuss your child’s report card. 
 
Classes for 2019 
On Monday, December 3, the children will spend the morning with their new teachers for next year, in their new classrooms. New 
families to the school next will also be attending. Please be aware that the process of placing children into classes is a complex one 
involving many perspectives, including input from specialists, teachers and parents where applicable/possible.  
 
Year 5/6 Musical 
The Musical was that was performed last Friday was a real credit to the children in it. Thanks again to our Performing Arts teacher, 
Kerrin Brown, for her work in making it all happen. 
 
Senior Music Concert 
The Senior Music concert last week was another amazing showcase of talent! Thank you again to Catharina Kemp and Graham 
Harley for their organization. The final Band Tour for the year is happening on Friday, when our Senior Band head to St Anthony’s, 
Kingscliff to play for the school. Thanks to Kathy O’Brien who will be attending in my place. 
 
Staff News 
Shandel Flynn, Jo Makin, Bernard Kearney and I will be away at a Leadership cluster on Thursday and Friday this week. Brenton 
Edwards and Liz West will attend to your needs if there are any concerns while we are away. 
Sarah Taylor Green has been appointed to St Joseph’s Coomera next year as a School Officer in Prep – congratulations, Sarah. 
 
Hope you have a great second last week! 
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATION  

Lost Property 
Thank you for labelling your children’s items as we are able to return them ASAP.  
 
Pick Up Safety 
Please use the pedestrian crossings on Edmund Rice Drive when crossing the road with your children as it is the safer option then 
cutting across through traffic.  
 
Sun Safety 
We have sun screen available in the classrooms for our students to use before breaks but as it is getting 
pretty hot most mornings now putting some sun screen on before leaving home gives good protection for 
those that love running around on the ovals before school. 
 
Bernard Kearney  
Assistant Principal Administration 
 
2019 Financial Support 
Financial support may be available for families who are experiencing financial difficulties.  The level of support given is determined 
on the basis of a just and equitable formula.  For those families who wish to apply for school fee assistance for 2019, you will need 
to contact the front office to collect an application form.  This must be completed, signed and are returned to the front office with 
supporting documentation so that a suitable appointment time can be made for you.  Cut-off date for interviews is Friday 23 
November from 8:30am until 2:30pm. Applications lodged after this date will be followed up in the new year. 
Robert Fraser 
Finance Manager 
 
Direct Debits 2019 
It is getting to that time of year when you need to look at setting up your Direct Debit for next year.  Most families have now 
finished payments for this year so if you wish to set up this type of payment for 2019 please call into the office to pick up a form or 
email me to obtain a form. 
Thanks 
Maureen Magee – mmagee@bne.catholic.edu.au 
 
IT News 
All 1to1 laptops will be kept at home over the school break, anyone travelling overseas must have personal travel insurance that 
covers the laptop for the period spent away.  
Any issues with laptops, parents/students are advised to email myself (see address below) and I will contact when I return in early 
January from holidays. Please do not take the laptop to any repairers (3rd party or Apple Store) Guardian Angels uses CompNow for 
all repairs.  
  
Parent Portal Information – Photos 
Guardian Angels takes photos at every major event & each week at assemblies of students of the week. These photos are uploaded to 
the Parent Portal and can be found under the ‘Photos’ tile. The ‘Photos’ tile will take you to the current year’s photos. Previous year’s 
photo libraries can be found in the Navigation bar to the left under ‘Pictures’ by selecting the year you are after e.g. ‘2016’. 
 
Josh Smith  - IT Manager 
Jsmith32@bne.catholic.edu.au 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION     

Qualities of Angels 
This week’s Quality of Angels is THANKFUL once again. On Monday morning Year 5 White students 
led our Giving Liturgy during which we gave thanks for all the opportunities Guardian Angels has 
provided for each one of us during 2018. We also recognised the privileged lives we lead and in the spirit 
of giving at Christmas, the Guardian Angels community came together once again to offer around thirty 
baskets full of gifts and food items for those less fortunate than ourselves – and there are still more baskets 
of goodies to come. These articles were received by Jacqueline Black, a representative of St Vincent de 
Paul, and will be used for their Christmas Hamper Appeal. Congratulations GA on another magnificent 
effort in assisting those in need – as always your kindness and generosity has exceeded expectations.  
 



St Vincent de Paul Christmas Hampers 
Although we have celebrated our Giving Liturgy, we will continue to collect food items and gifts 
for St Vincent de Paul for use in their Christmas Hamper Appeal until next Monday 3 December. 
Each class still has a basket in which students can place items brought to school and these will be 
collected early next week. Specifically, we are asking for donations of gifts appropriate to young 
children – please do not wrap these as they need to be easily identified by those preparing the 
hampers. St Vincent de Paul also require some non-perishable CHRISTMAS foodstuffs for the 
hampers, including self-saucing pudding mix, long-life custard and cream, jelly crystals, bottles of 
soft drink, cordial and juice and poppers, tins of fruit salad, instant mashed potatoes, instant coffee 
and tea bags, chips, rice crackers, tins of peas, carrots, corn and beetroot, Christmas lolly mix, 

shortbread, sweet biscuits, Christmas crackers. NO CHOCOLATE OR FRUIT MINCE PIES PLEASE.  
 
Tuesday Parish Mass 
2 Maroon, 2 White, 4 Maroon and 4 White attended mass this morning. I thank all students for their reverent participation in 
Tuesday Parish Masses during 2018 and appreciate the attendance of family members and friends who were able to join us at some 
of these celebrations. We will continue to participate in Tuesday Parish Mass as regularly as possible throughout 2019. 
 
Condolences  
We pray for the Excel family (Archie PW). Archie’s great grandfather passed away on the weekend and our thoughts are with the 
family during this sad time. 
 
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord,  
and may perpetual light shine upon him.  
May he rest in peace.  
 
 
 
 
Andrew Chinn Family Christmas Concert 
Tomorrow, Wednesday 28 November, Andrew Chinn will be working with all of our students during the day to prepare for our 
‘Under Your Star’ Family Christmas Concert that evening. This event will be held in the Aquinas undercover area. The concert will 
commence at around 5.30pm and will be finished by about 6.45pm. All students will sing with Andrew and their year level and the 
entire school will be involved in the finale. This should be an amazing spectacle so we are hoping that all students and their families 
will be in attendance. 
 
Following are some important points to remember: 

 Students need to be seated with their class near the stage area by 5.15pm at the latest 
 Students can wear free dress with a touch of Christmas to enhance the mood of the occasion 
 Please bring a picnic blanket on which to sit – there will be seats around the edge of the undercover area but we ask that 

these are kept available for the elderly and/or incapacitated 
 Car parking will be available on the Senior Oval and this can be accessed via the driveway beside the pool – there will be 

parking marshals to direct traffic from 3.45pm 
 P&F sausage sizzle available 4.00pm-5.00pm – pre-order and pay via Flexischool (open now) 
 Cash bar available to purchase drinks 4.00pm-5.00pm 
 P&F Christmas stall with gifts to purchase 4.00pm-5.00pm 
 Andrew Chinn’s Christmas CD and picture book “Under Your Star” as well as his other CDs/DVDs/books will be available 

for purchase after the concert – discounted to $10 each (save up to $15) 
 
Don’t forget that there will be a very special visitor arriving at the end of the concert with gifts for all the children who are there. So 
that this special visitor knows how many gifts he needs to bring, please tell us how many children will be attending with your 
family via the following link – only one response per family please:  
 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GA-Christmas-Concert-2018 
 
This link will now remain open until 3.00pm today, Tuesday 27 November, so make sure you let us know numbers by then, even if 
there are children who do not attend GA – we would hate for any children attending to miss out on receiving a gift. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Candle Ceremony 
On Monday 3 December the Year 6 students will pass the light of leadership onto our Year 5 students during the Candle Ceremony, 
which commences at 8.45am in the hall. Staff members who are leaving GA at the end of 2018 will also be farewelled at this ceremony. 
Once again parents and friends are invited to attend. Please note that the P&F will be running a Christmas stall both before and after 
the Candle Ceremony – might save you a trip to the shops with the Christmas crowds so make sure you have a browse! 
 
24hr Adoration Event at Mary Immaculate Church 
Guardian Angels students and families are invited to attend the Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament Event, which will begin on Friday 
30 November after 9.00am mass and continue until Saturday morning with a closing mass. Please see the flyers at the end of this 
newsletter for further information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading Logs – 200 Club 
Congratulations to the following students who have reached the amazing milestone of reading for 200 nights. They will soon receive 
their special badge of honour and become members of the ‘200 Club 2018’.  
 

Prep Year 1 

Emmalise A, Aston H, Rubiaceae S, Aurorah S 
Amity P, Annie E 

Genevieve C-M 

 
And a huge CONGRATULATIONS to the following students who have now achieved an amazing 300 nights of reading! 
 
Prep Year 1 Year 2 Year 4 

Brody P,  
Archie R 
Archie V,  
Gracie C 
Heath T,  
Cooper B 

Genevieve C-M 
Kai N,  
Piper M 

Penny T,  
Charlie B 
Mason G,  
Tahlia H 
Carter L,  
Jiho S 
Tahlia W  
Addison T 
Cohen T 

Koby G,  
Joshua W 
Ava L 

 
Remember there are more surprises for students who keep reading even after they have reached 200 nights…so don't stop!!! Don't 
forget that this Friday 30 November we will have our final ticket draw for reading logs. For every 25 nights read, students receive a 
ticket in this draw. During this assembly our 300 night readers will also receive recognition for this amazing achievement and a 
special surprise to say ‘Well Done!’. Keep reading everyone! 
 



Patron Parent Network 
Please note the following event organised by our Patron Parents: 
Prep 
End of year party! Friday 7 December from 1.00pm. Meet at Charis Seafood down in Labrador opposite the Grand Hotel near the 
playground (on the artificial grass area). Everybody is welcome!! Bring a towel, picnic rug, swimmers & some food (either to share 
or for your tribe!)  
Important Term 4 Dates  
Please note the following important dates for GA events being held over the next two weeks: 

 Wednesday 28 November – Andrew Chinn Christmas Concert (5.30pm-7.00pm all students to attend and participate + 
families invited to bring a picnic blanket and join in the fun – Aquinas Undercover Area) 

 Monday 3 December – Candle Ceremony (8.45am School Hall – light of school leaders passed from Year 6 to Year 5 
students) 

 Wednesday 5 December – Year 6 Graduation Liturgy and Awards Ceremony (6.00pm Aquinas Undercover Area) 
 
Remember…having an attitude of gratitude is the best way to live our life. 
 
Shandel Flynn 
sflynn@bne.catholic.edu.au 
 
INCLUSIVE EDUCTION NEWS   

Reading Angels 
This will be the last week for Reading Angels. Big thank you to the parents who volunteered their time to come and read with our 
students. It has been wonderful to see the growth the students have made with their reading throughout the year.  
 
Farewell to Year 6 
With the preparation for our 2019 Prep students for a happy transition to GA, there also comes the prep aration of the weeks of 
primary schooling and transition to high school for our valued Year 6 students and their families. To provide optimal support/options 
for parents, and ensure minimal angst for our children, we have visited many high schools and met with their school teams over past 
months. We wish all of our students the very best and pray that they go forward confidently to enjoy their years in high school. It has 
been a pleasure to have been a part of your GA journey! 
 
Kindy Visit 
Last week we were lucky to have 3 Kindergartens come and visit our school. Ashmore Kindy and Musgrave Hill were picked up by 
the GA Bus and Southport Childcare joined us as well. The students had a tour of the school, listened to a story in the library, played 
on the Prep playground and stayed for first break. This is a great opportunity for our 2019 Prep students to become familiar with our 
school and ensure a positive start to their Prep year.  
 
Farewell Amy Mangan 
Our team would like to thank Amy for her commitment and special care of our students over the past years 
as ST:IE, and her previous years as a valued teacher at GA. We wish her well with her new role and 
opportunity as ST:IE at St Joseph's College, Coomera. Much love, Amy. 
 
We would like to thank all our families for their support this year and wish you all a Merry Christmas. We 
look forward to working with you in the New Year!  
 
Inclusive Education Team  
CLOTHING SHOP  

The uniform shop is again having our 😊 Annual Sale 😊. We would like to offer all current families a discount of 10% when you 
spend $150 or more. The sale will run until Thursday 29th November. The sale is not available at the online store. Should you not be 
able to come into the shop please either email me what you would like at rhendry@bne.catholic.edu.au or call during shop hours on 
55 100 007.  We suggest you take advantage of the sale and buy all you require for back to school 2019. This will enable you to avoid 
the craziness of back to school days in January. Please note that we suggest you keep everything packaged up, then try the uniforms 
on in January to make sure that you are still happy with sizing. If your child has had a big growth spurt and you need to change the 
sizes that is no problem. 
 
Rachael Hendry 
Uniform Shop Manager 
 



MUSIC   

Instrument Return- Week 9 
Please ensure that all instruments are returned to the music department during week 9 cleaned and free of any damage. If an instrument 
is returned damaged or missing accessories, the cost of the repair will be billed to parents. It might be worthwhile getting the 
instrument professionally cleaned.  
  
Continuing Musicians into 2019 
If students are continuing with the Instrumental Music Program in 2019 they may keep their 
instrument during the school holidays, (so they can practise!!!)  
Please bring your instrument to the music room on Monday or Tuesday next week so that the 
condition of the instrument can be checked. You may then take it home for the holidays. No 
instruments please to be taken on camping trips or other holidays! 
  
Senior Band Tour  
Mr. Montgomery has organized our final band tour for 2018. We will be performing at St. 
Anthony’s Catholic School in Kingscliff on Friday the 30th of November. We will leave school 
after assembly and travel to the school. After the performance we will have lunch then return to GA. The students invited on this tour 
are those who travelled with us to Moogerah. Uniform - band tour shirt and normal uniform for the bottom. 
  
Year 6 Musicians 
After our tour you will need to wash and return your band tour shirt to Mrs. Hendry with you name attached. If you don’t return your 
shirt you will be charged $30 so don’t’ forget!! 
  
Kind regards, 
Catharina Kemp - Music Teacher 
 

SPORT NEWS     

Catholic Schools Aquathon 
The Gold Catholic Schools Aquathon will be on the November 28 at Currumbin Beach.  The bus will leave Guardian Angels at 9am 
good luck to all the students competing. 
 
Runners Club 
This Friday will be the last Runners Club for the year. 
 
Swimming Trials 
Any students from Year 2 to 6 who have not participated in their swim trails in swimming lessons need to come to the pool at 1st 
break Friday to get recorded for the senior swimming carnival.  
 
Marty McGregor 
PE / Sport  
 
P & F NEWS     

Christmas Concert Wednesday 28th, we will be having a Bar, Sausage Sizzle and 
Christmas Gift store with some great items for sale. All will be running between 4pm - 
5 pm. 
We still need some help, if you are interested please meet at the Aquinas Under Cover 
area at 3.30pm. 
This is the last week for School Banking.  
A huge thankyou to the banking ladies, Libby, Nahama & Amanda, who volunteer 
their time every Wednesday. 
School banking will continue in 2019. 
We will be running a Christmas Gift Stall before and after the Candle Ceremony on 
Monday 3rd December for all those stocking fillers. 
 

Enjoy your week and stay safe. 
 
P & F  
Executive Committee  



STUDENT OF THE WEEK   

Every student is important at Guardian Angels.  To recognise this, the school presents a Student of the Week Award to children 
from each class each week.  It is a special honour, with the recipients receiving their awards from the Principal or Parish Priest at a 
full school assembly. 
Georgia S 6B, Sam O’ 6M, Bailey H 6W, Mason K / Jayden S 6G 
Hayley C 5B, Heidi Mc 5G, Gabriella S / Max G 5M, Molly L 5W 
Chloe H 4B, Ava L 4G, Bridie J 4M, Sienna T 4W 
Cienna W 3G, Harvey W 3W 
Mason B 2B, Aili R 2G, Sebastian C 2M, Gabriel R 2W 
Evelyn W 1B, Zac T 1G, Hannah D / Bayli w 1M, Grace M 1W 
Elijah T PB, Raj K PG, Silvarose M Pm, Lily C PW 
Jude O Mackillop 
 
TUCKSHOP ROSTER   

Group 4 – Week starting Monday 3rd December 
Monday Carol Oshyer, Christina Quig, Carleen C 
Tuesday Kim Litchfield  
Wednesday Carol Oshyer, Help needed please 
Thursday Heidi Pinson, Help needed please 
Friday   TUCKSHOP CLOSED 
Baking   Elaine Withers, Kate Shearer 
Sushi  Elaine Withers, Tracey Wicks 
REMINDER : TUCKSHOP CLOSED ON FRIDAY 7TH DECEMBER  – LAST DAY OF SCHOOL  
All outstanding monies owing for children’s lunches must be paid this week. Reminder letters will be sent home again.  
Help is always needed in the Tuckshop. Please contact Rachel if you can volunteer rnowlan@bne.catholic.edu.au 
55100006/0410565393 
 
WHAT’S ON 

November  
28 Nov Christmas Musical Performance Andrew Chinn Christmas Concert (5.30pm-7.00pm all students to attend and 

participate + families invited to bring a picnic blanket and join in the fun – Aquinas Undercover Area) 
  
December 
03 Dec   Candle Ceremony (8.45am School Hall – light of school leaders passed from Year 6 to Year 5 students) 
05 Dec   Year 6 Graduation Liturgy and Awards Ceremony (6.00pm Aquinas Undercover Area) 
07 Dec  School Finishes 12pm 
 
2019 
January 
30 Jan  School Resumes – Yrs 1 to 6 
  Prep Girls – 8.30am – 12pm 
31 Jan  Prep Boys – 8.30am – 12pm 
 
February 
01 Feb  Whole school 8.30 – 2.40pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

               TERM DATES 2019 
Term 1 Wednesday 30 January - Friday 5 April (10 weeks) 

Term 2 Tuesday 23 April - Friday 28 June (10 weeks) 

Term 3 Monday 15 July - Friday 20 September (10 weeks) 

Term 4 Tuesday 8 October - Friday 6 December (9 weeks) 

Professional 

Development  

and Planning Days 

Wednesday 23 January 
Thursday 24 January 

Friday 25 January 
 

Administration Day Tuesday 29 January 
2 PDP days in Easter vacation or as approved by 

Area Supervisor 
Moderation/CTJ Day Monday 21 October 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


